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the miracles of God and nature." Sir Thomas More translated
his letters and held him to be a saint. Lorenzo's two closest
friends, Politian and Pico della Mirandola, both died soon
after him, Politian at the age of thirty-nine, Pico at that of
thirty-one, both of them dying in I494-42

To the above four must also be added the celebrated
scholar, CRISTOFORO LANDING, who in his Disputations (first
published about 1475) relates certain notable discussions of
this group of brilliant intellects which took place when on
one occasion they were gathered at Camaldoli; and VESPA-
SIANO DA BISTICCI, "the last of the master-copyists and the
first of professional copyists in Europe, whose book, the Lives
of Illustrious Men, is a mine of information regarding many
important historical characters of the time, written by one
who knew them personally.

Such were some of the men who were the chief lights in
that distinguished society which Lorenzo the Magnificent
created around him, a literary coterie probably the most bril-
liant in intellect which has ever been gathered together at
one time and place. With such men as its members, and with
such a leader, the Platonic Academy attained a brilliancy
which has preserved its renown ever since. The gatherings of
this society at Lorenzo's villa of Careggi, or sometimes at the
Badia of Fiesole, or at the monastery amidst the forests of
Camaldoli, produced discussions and recitations which not
only revived the love of classical literature and added much
to philosophical ^thought, but also gave birth to that Neo-
Platonism, that religion of love and beauty, which absorbed
into itself many diverse minds in that epoch, and was also
destined to colour all the poetical literature of the succeeding
centuries,.so that its voice would be heard long afterwards in
the poetry of Shelley and Byron, no less than in that of
Ariosto and Spenser.

In regard to Art, Lorenzo's encouragement was almost as
great. He more than doubled the art collections48 of the